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This is Tuskers of Kruger NP (region North) version 1  
Created per October 4th 2011 
 
Purpose of this document is to help you to identify the Tuskers you might see in the Kruger 
National Park during your visits. 
 
Other documents: 
Tuskers of Kruger NP (region Central) version 1 
Tuskers of Kruger NP (region South) version 1 
 
 
Thanks to all people who contributed to this document with their pictures. 
I used several pictures or parts of them to point at the characterictics of the Tuskers. 
The pictures in this document are all at my website about Tuskers of Africa.  
www.tuskersofafrica.com 
 
 
 
I hope this will help you with identifying these wonderful creatures of South-Africa. 
 
In case you meet one or more of these Tuskers please send pictures to me by using this email 
address:  tuskers@zeelandnet.nl 
 
This will help to keep this document and the website up-to-date. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With kindly regards, 
Aat Vuik 
The Netherlands 
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Name                BABALALA (tusker) 
Characteristics  Tusks: Both heavy and thick. Chip out of top of the right  
                          tusk. Left ear: Notches at the lower part of the earlobe, larger M- shaped     
                          notch near the center of same ear. Right ear: V-shaped notch at the lower part  
                         of the earlobe, smaller notches with a loose piece of skin near  the center of  
                         the ear 
Range               Shingwedzi - Babalala 
 
Picture of Babalala 

 
 

 
pictures by: Francois Botha
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Name                BOYALA  (tusker) 
Characteristics  Left tusks is long and curved. Right tusk has been broken. Left ear: Little hole  
                          and small notch. Right ear: two holes and large notch.  
Range               Shingwedzi - Babalala 
 
Picture of Boyala 

 
photo’s by Berno Roodt 
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Name                HLAMVU   
Characteristics  V-shaped notch in left ear at the lower part of the earlobe. Both tusks are  
                          curved inwards.  
Range               Mopani – south of Shingwedzi  
 
Picture of Hlamvu 

 
Photo by Aat Vuik 
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Name                KALEKA  
Characteristics  Clean ears. Right tusk more straight, left tusk shorter then right. 
Range               Letaba 
 
Pictures of Kaleka 

 
photo’s  by Aat Vuik 
 

 
photo by Aat Vuik 
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Name                MAC 
Characteristics  Mac wears a radio collar. Symmetrical ivory, wide u-shaped notch and   
                         a large and wide v-shaped tear at the bottom of the left ear. Wide v-shaped  
                         notch in the top part of the right ear lobe, with a smaller same shaped notch   
                         towards the lower to middle area of the lobe. 
Range               Sabi Sands – Shingwedzi – Mopani – Letaba - Phalaborwa 
 
Pictures of MAC 

 
photo by Michael R Paxton 
 
 

 
photo by Berno Roodt 
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Name                MACHACHULE 
Characteristics  Large uneven v-shaped tear in the right ear. Left ear has a medium sized  
                         square shaped notch towards the middle of the lobe, small flap of skin directly   
                         below this. 
Range               Shingwedzi 
 
Pictures of Machachule 

 
photo by Johan van Rensburg 
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Name                MADZOPFURINI   
Characteristics  Almost clean ears, only at the left ear, at the top there is a small notch with a                
                          small piece of loose skin. Both tusks are curving inwards. Some thickened  
                          skin growth at the trunk. 
Range               Mopani - Shingwedzi 
 
Pictures of Madzopfurini 

 
 Photo’s by Aat Vuik  
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Name                MANDZEMBA   
Characteristics  Small notches in both ears. Both tusks are almost equal in lenght , thick and  
                          relatively straight. 
Range               Shingwedzi 
 
Pictures of Mandzemba 

 
Photo by Aat Vuik 

   
Photo by Thomas Hohls
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Name                MARHUMBINI  (tusker) 
Characteristics  Small hole and notch in right ear, large notch in left ear. Only a right tusk and 
injuries (holes) at the lower part of the trunk.  
 
Range               Mopani 
 
Pictures of Marhumbini 

 
Photo by Aat Vuik 
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Name                MASASANA   
Characteristics  Almost clean ears. Visible grass notches on both tusks 
Range               Mopani - Shingwedzi 
 
Pictures of Masasana 

 
Photo by Keith Foster 
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Name                MAVALANGA  
Characteristics  Curved tusks. Thickend skin on his trunk. Right ear: a small hole and a V- 
                          shaped notch, small piece of loose skin. Left ear: Two U-shaped notches and  
                          a small hole 
Range               Pafuri – Shingwedzi - Mopani 
 
Pictures of Malopenyana 

 
Photo by: Wendy Hay 

 
Photo by: Anja Stolk 
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Name                MAVATSANI  
Characteristics  Clean ears, classic shaped big tusks equal in length. 
Range               Shingwedzi - Babalala 
 
Picture of Mavatsani 

 
Photo by: Oelof van Rensburg
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Name                MPENZA   
Characteristics  Collared. Widely splayed thick tusks, both curved, left tusk pointing a bit  
                          higher then right. Almost clean ears, just a small notch in the left ear near the  
                          center 
Range               Shingwedzi 
 
Pictures of Mpenza 

  
Photo by: Oelof van Rensburg
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Name                NGODZI   
Characteristics  Small v-shaped notch in left ear at the upper part top of the earlobe.   
                         Rigth ear clean. Right tusk longer and more straight then left one. Left  
                         tusk has been broken 
Range               Mopani 
 
Picture of Ngodzi 

 
Photo by: Aat Vuik 
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Name                NGUNYUPEZI 
Characteristics  Left tusk is much longer then the right. The left tusk has grown with the curve  
                          backwards towards the body.  
Range               Red Rocks area, between Bateleur Bush Camp and Shingwedzi 
 
Picture of Ngunyupezi 
 

 
Photo by Ellen Pflugmacher
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Name                NKOKODZI   
Characteristics  Right ear: 2 smaller notches at the lower part, a big notch in the center and a  
                          hole just under the big notch. Left ear: A notch in the lower part. Tusks: Both  
                          tusks curved upwards. Left tusk a bit higher then right, right tusk thicker. 
Range               Shingwedzi 
 
Picture of Nkokodzi 

 
Photo by: Aat Vuik 
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Name                NSHAWANI   
Characteristics  Almost clean right ear, only a small hole in the lower part of the earlobe, a u- 
                          shaped notch in the left ear with a loose piece of skin and just above this  
                          notch a smaller v-shaped notch. The left tusk is broken. The right tusk is long  
                          and shaped in a classical way.  
Range                Mopani 
 
Picture of Nshawani 

 
Photo by: Aat Vuik
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Name                NTOMBAZANA    
Characteristics  Small V shaped notch in left ear and about 10cm above this notch he has a  
                          hole. Some small notches in right ear near the centre of his ear lobe. Left tusk  
                          more bowed then right one.  
Range               Mopani - Letaba 
 
Picture of Ntombazana 

 
photo by Aat Vuik 
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Name                NWAMBU   
Characteristics  Right ear: U-shaped notch and small loose piece of skin (center), left ear: 
                          small piece of loose skin (center) Tusks: almost same length, left a bit more  
                          curved 
Range                Mopani 
 
Picture of Nwambu 

 
Photo by: Richard Brett 
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Name                RICEHO  
Characteristics  Both ears are clean. Classic and thick  tusks. 
Range               Shingwedzi 
 
Pictures of Riceho 

 
Photo by Aat Vuik 
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Name                SHASHANGA  
Characteristics  Left ear: a notch at the centre of the earlobe and a v-shaped notch at the  
                          bottom. Right ear: several notches. Has only one tusk (left) curved in a classic  
                          way.  
Range               Punda Maria  
 
Picture of Shashanga 

 
Photo’s by Andrea Benaglia 
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Name                TIHONGONYENI  
Characteristics  Right ear, small hole near the center. Left ear, 3 wide notches and 3 holes,  
                          two at the lower part and one near the center of the  ear. Right tusks pointing  
                          upwards, left tusk more straight 
Range                Mopani - Shingwedzi 
 
Picture of Tihongonyeni 

 
Photo by Aat Vuik   
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Name                TINYARHINI  
Characteristics  Right tusk , no left tusk. Left ear: small notch at the bottum of the earlobe and  
                          a bigger notch just under the center of the ear with a little piece of loose skin.  
                          Right ear: small notch at the bottum of the earlobe. 
Range               Shingwedzi 
 
Picture of Tinyarhini 

 
Photo by Thomas Hohls 

 
Photo by Andrew Aveley  
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Your Tusker sightings: 
 

Tusker name Date and time Location 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
 


